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with the socialists. For him to succeed in this it was
necessary for both parties to be weakened so that they would
accept his terms in fear of fascism. He therefore allowed
fascism to flourish, supported by the public forces, with officers
supplied by the War Office and arms by military authorities.
The Minister of Justice, Signor Fera, a freemason, sent a
circular letter to magistrates inviting them to shelve their
records of fascist crimes. Socialist municipalities which
were attacked by fascists were dissolved by ministerial decree
c in the interests of public order ', that of Bologna on April 2,
Modena, Ferrara, Perugia, and hundreds of others a little
later. The fascists joined the national bloc and were
included in its lists. At the same time their terrorist acts
were ' legalized ', and the ' liberal * state took its first and
irrevocable step towards suicide. In this sense, Giolitti, not
Mussolini, was the true evangelist of fascism.
Socialists, communists, and Popolari remained outside
the national bloc and, contrary to Giolitti's expectations, the
new Chamber was more intractable than the last. The
election made no major alterations. The total socialist and
communist vote was actually higher, with the new provinces,
by 20,000 than the socialist vote in 1919, the e red' year.
The total number of voters had increased since 1919 by
700,0001 and the percentage from 52 per cent to 56 per cent
of the total electorate. The two workers' parties more or less
maintained their position, except in the Po valley where the
people were terrorized. Even on its reduced scale the
electoral campaign of the workers' parties called for excep-
tional heroism. In the 6 occupied* districts socialists and
communists could scarcely hold any meetings, especially in
the country. Their newspapers and leaflets were seized,
even in the post offices, and burnt. Canvassers who were
known had to get out of the district on election day or lock
themselves into their houses.
The older workers5 parties were hardly affected, except
where the fascists actually prevented voting. But the small
parties, as always happens in a political crisis, were driven
to the right and vanished. Out of the 700,000 new voters
rather more than a fifth supported the Popolari, the remainder
1 Of these 265,000 were in the redtnte provinces voting for the first time.